
Townof Acton
Commissionon Disability
Minutes
August11, 2011
Acton Town Hall, Room 204
7:00pm

MembersPresent: DannyFactor,Treasurer,LisaFranklin, Chair,andBrendaViola,
Secretary.
Member:JoyKohout andWenLi, absent
Guests:NadiaFrancisconoandJanetAdachi,BOSLiaison
Meetingwascalledto orderby Chair,Lisa Franklinat 7:12 pm.
Minutesfrom July

14
th wereacceptedwith corrections.

Documents:Letter to AAB: Re:Acton Women’sClub7-21-1.1;andLetterto Dr. Mills
andActon SchoolCommittee8-12-11. (Postedon COD PublicDocuments)

For TheRecord:
e Townof ActonTemporaryHandicappedParkingPermits:The Townno longer

hastheauthorityto issuetemporaryHPparkingpermits.
o MassHealthis beingsuedfor ADA noncompliancefor not havingTTY’s, other

languages(only English)andBraille (only print). TheDisability Policy Consortiumis
organizingtheclassactionsuit againstMassHealth.

o ABFM (Acton-BoxboroFarmer’sMarket)wasasuccessfulCODoutreach.Danny
andLisa spokewithmanypeopleandcollectednamesto contact.

o HandicappedParkingspacenearSweetBitesin WestActon is beingusedfor
bicycleparking.Theownerof SweetBites informedLisa thatshedoesnot ownthis
propertybut it is ownedby the Rosenfeld’s.Lisaplansto inform theRosenfeld’sof
this violation to theHP space.

o Idylwilde Farms:is continuingto placecarriageracksacrosstheHP spacesblocking
signageandfull accessto thespaces.Frankwill follow up.

o SchoolFunds:arebeingusedto upgradethelower fields atthe high schoolto astro-
turf. Ourrecommendationto theBuilding andGroundsDepartmentis to ensurethat
theturfwill bewheelchaircompliant.

o MinuteVan:TheSchoolCommitteedonatedmoneyto sustaintheMinuteVan
throughOctober.

o TheNew EnglandIndependentLiving Center of South Lawrence is havinga
BBQnextweekonAugust24th~RSVP,call Karenat 978-687-4288formore
informationILC’s.

Topics:
o Acton Women’s Club: Reviewedletterthat Dannywrote for submissionto theAAB

in responseto theActon Women’sClub presentationto theAAB for theirtime
variance.Letterwassubmittedto theAAB for theirreview.

o ExchangeHall: AAB hasnotifiedtheowner,GlennBerger,thathedoesnothave
sufficientinformationto supporthis requestfor atimevariance.TheAAB hasgiven
him anothermonthto comeup with moreinformationbeforethehearing.Frankwrote
aletterto the AAB in responseto thecontinuation.



o Sorrento’s/DentalOffice Strip Mall Update: Newandpreviousspaceshaveto be
fully accessible.

o Award for Dunkin Donuts: The awardshouldhighlightplight. Also broughtup
peoplewhousecanesandhaverespiratoryconditions.A suggestionwasmadefor an
articleto bewritten in thepaper.Ideasdiscussedfor ceremony,whereandto whom.
Dannyto speakwith Joy.

o Board and Committee Chair’s Meeting Report: Lisa attendedthemeetingon 7-
25-11.ShesubmittedtheCOD’s upcominggoals.Oneis to be involvedin the
beginningstageswith developersto ensurenewconstructioncompliance.Lisa
requestedan associationwith thePlanningBoardandDesignReviewBoard.

New Projects:
o Acton Nursing ServiceWorkshop:: COD hasproposedto provide a workshop to

theActonNursingServiceRE: IndependentLiving CentersandPersonalCare
AssistantProgram.ThebinderthattheANS providesto newpatientcontains
handoutswith this information.Lisawill contactHeatherand setadatefor hercome
to ameeting.

o FirehouseTrip (Integrated Pre-School,elementary, teens,who?): Childrenwho
attendschoolprogramsout ofdistrictdo not get to go on field trips asdo others
within district. Dannyis including this in his letterto Dr. Mills.

o Letter to Dr. Mills: Danny re-introduced a revision of his letter to Dr. Mills. Hehas
changedto a softerandmoreconciselanguage.Theletter is nowaddressedto Dr.
Mills andto theActon SchoolCommittee.Salientpointsaretheout of District SPED
students,theexpandedAutism section,the2010Surveye.g.specific to autism,and
thedisproportionalsleepto homeworkratiosthathavemoreeffecton childrenwith
disabilities.Theletterwasunanimouslyapproved.

o Consensuson position re: student stress:Dannyto emailourresolution/positionon
studentstressandexpectationspolicy. Policy: No child shouldbe so stressedoutby
schoolthatit affectsthechild’s well-being.However,expectationsforspecialneeds
studentsshallbekepthighconsistentwith theirabilities.

o Reviewof DocuShare:Wen and Danny met with Kaitlin Downer for a tutorial on
DocuShare.Dannysharedthis informationandgaveushandouts.Brendawill be
responsiblefor sendingtheminutesto DocuShare.

o Legislation info onwebsiteclarity and requests:Membersdecidedthat aparticular
issueoutsideof ActonwasbeyondthescopeoftheTownofActon’s COD. We
proposeda policy andunanimouslyagreed.Thepolicy is “The COD will post
legislativeupdatesonthewebsitein aneutralmanneraslong asthetownhasnot
takenastand.From time to time,the CODwill bring anissuebeforetheBoardof
Selectmanthatreflectslargerdisability rightsagenda.”

o Next month’s agenda:Dannywill list agendaitemsvia email.
o Motion on Canopypurchasefor COD outdoor Activities: LisaandBrendawill

shopfor thecanopy.

Meetingwasadjournedat 9:15pm
Respectfullysubmitted,
BrendaViola, Secretary


